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On the
Day After
Christmas

- et .

UR word Santa Claus is a cor-
ruption of the Dutch San Nie-
olgs, and the story ef the
original saint from whom the

pame and the custom come is told
in the Emcyclopedia Britaunica as fel-
lows: “St. Nicholas, bishop of Myra,
in Lycla, a saint honored by the Greeks
and the Latins on Dec, 6.

“His cult is as celebrated as his his-
tory is obscure. All the accounts that
have co:ne down to us arc of a purely
legendary character, and it is impossé-
ble to find any single incident confirm-
ed historically.

“The main facts of his life are usual-
Iy given as follows: He was bishop of
Myra at the time of the Emperor Dio-
cletian, was persecuted, tortured for
the faith and kept in prison until the
more tolerant reign of Constantine and
was present at the council of Nieaea.

“It should be observed that this last
circumstance is ignored by all histo-
rian- and that St. Athanasius, who
knew all-the notable bishops of the
period, never mentions Nicholas, bish-
op of Myra. The oldest known monu-
ment of the cult of St. Nicholas seems
to be the Church of Sts. Priscus and
Nicholas built at Constantinople by
the E:mperor Justinian. In the west
the name of St. Nicholas appears in
the ninth century records of the mar-
tyrs, and churches dedicated to him
are to ho found at the beginning of the
eleventh century. It is more especial-
Iy, however, from the time of the re-
moval of his body to Bari, in Apulia,
that his cult became popular.

“The inhabitants of Bari organized
an expedition, seized his remains by
means of a ruse and transported them
to Bari, where they were received In
triumph on the 9th of May, 1087, and
where the foundations were laid for a
new basilica in his honor. This was
the origin of a famous and still popu-
lar pilgrimage. There are nearly 400
churches in England dedicated to St
Nicholas. He is the patron saint of
Russia, the special protector of chil-
dren, scholars, merchants and sailors.

“In art St. Nicholas is represented
with various attributes, being most
commonly depicted with three -chil-
dren standing in a tub by his side. Ot
the various interpretations of this none
is absolutely certaln.

“One explanation has been sought in
the legend of St. Nicholas miraculously
restoring to life three rich youths who
had been murdered, cut up and con-
cealed Iin a salting tub by a thievish
fnnkeeper or butcher in whose house
they had taken lodging.

“A legend of his surreptitious be-
stowal of dowrles upon the three
daughters of an Impoverished citizen
who, unable to procure fit marriages
for them, was about to sell them is
said to have originated the old custom
of giving presents in secret on the eve
of St. Nicholas. subsequently trans-
ferred ‘o Christimas day.

“Henrce the association of Christmas
with -Santa Claus.’ an American cor-
ruption of the Duteh form ‘San Nico-
laas.” rthe custom Leing brought to

America by the early Dulch colonists.™
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‘N rBII.E shepherds watched their
flocks by night,
All seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down,

And glory shone around. -

“Fear not,” said he, for mighty
dread
Had seized their troubled mind;
“@lad tidings of great joy I bring
To you and #ll mankind.

Our Stock is Now Complete

We are having a good Xmas busine ss. Have engrave dand put away hun-
dreds of beautiful gifts. Gent’s silver-belt buckel with genunie leather belts
at $2.50 each, engraved with beautifal monograms are very good. Also sOlid
gold Cuff links engraved with monograms at $2.00 up are nll.l:s fast,

We Invite Your Inspection

Lavallieres
Pendants
Scarf Pins

Tie Clasps
Bar Pins

Cameos

Braceleils
Lockets
Shirtwaist Sets
Necklaces
Cigarette Cases
Silver Smokers’ Sets
Stlver Hand Bags
Cut Glass

Ladies’ wris$ watches make the best Xmas gifts.
g°ld and filled $10.00 to $50.00, We engrave them

grams without charge,
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Silver Tableware
Wrist Watches
Watches

Rings

Umbrellas

Picture Frames
Silver Trays

Gold & Silver Knives
Fountain Pens
Scissors Sets

Cuff Links
Fraternal Emblems
Vanaity Cases
Men’s Belt Buckles

We have them in solid
with beautiful -ono-‘

At

N DS

mighty

investment

See our Ebony- and

Silver Back

Toilet Sets

W. H. Hawkins & Son -~

Jewelers and Opticians
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PREPAREDNESS,

Secretary Daniels hag just awarded
contracts for $65,000,000 worth of new
battleships and more contracts will be
let. Sixty-five million dollars may not
seem many to an ordinary man, but to
a newspaper plodder they look like a
great many. It seems to be the

theory that we must build battle ships
no matter whether we need them ov
not. That we must be gun toters, S0
to speak. If an individual carries a
pistol he is put on the roads, but Uncle
Sam can tote one. He says he might
be attacked by a “furin’” nation—but
why not. by the same token, allow the
individual to claim that he might be
attacked hy some “furriner” in this na-
tion? Looks like the same logic

—

“To you in David's town this day
Is born of David's line

The Saviour, who is Christ the Lord,
And this shall be the sign:

“The heavenly Babe you there shall
find
To human view displayed,
All meanly wrapped in swathing'
bands
And in a manger laid.”

Thus spake the seraph, and forth-
with
Appeared a shining throng
Of cngels praising G>d, who thus
Addressed their joyful song:

“All glory be to God on high
And to the earth be peace,
Good will henceforth from heaven

to men
Begin and never cease.”
—Nahum Tate.

should apply.

However, we have seen enough of
submarines; we know enough of the
uncertainties of life to know that any
moment we may find ourselves in war.
Therefore we should invest, and invest
heavily in all kinds of defense. Mr.
Bryan claimed, and it looked good
that if we carried a gun we were lia-
ble to use it, whereas, if we had no
gun of course we couldn’'t shoot. But
if the other fellow has a gun and at-
tacks us, we are in a bad fix.

The building of battle ships doesn’t
destroy any money. It simply takes
it and uses it for a few months and the
some money ig again doing chores.
Nothing is tied wup in the operation.
The sixty-five million dollars to be ex-
pended in this last contract means
that much money given to workmen.
The people give it up to Uncle Sam
and Uncle Sam hands it back to them,
Yot, perhaps, the same people. but thp
money is still at home, still in circula.
tion, and we all can have a chance at
it. If to build battle ships meant to
,take millions of our circulating medi-
um and retire it lose it. then one migit
object. But it doesn’t. It simply

|

And who can really objects to that?
We hope that America will some day
soon have a navy equal to any in the
world. We hope that all school chil-
dren will be given military training.
We hope that we may never have war
—but we would like to see America
prepared to have it if any foreign na.
tion attempted to monkey with our
dignity.—Everything. '

RUSSIA AND CONSTANTINOPLE,

—t

Though it has been assumed that if
the Allies are victorious Russia will
get Constantinople the straitc, the first
officia] word as far as the public is
concerned is Premier Trepoff’s recent
announcement in the Duma that a defi-
nite arrangement to that effect ywas
concluded with England and France in
1915 and later was approved by Italy.

Constantinople with a free outlet to
the open sea hag been for centuries
the dream and goal of Russian states-
manship. Necesity no lesg than ambi.
tion spurred these wishes on. The de-
velopment of the Empire’s resources,
the expansion of its commerce, the se-
curity of its vital interests in times of
war all demand a port on southern
waters. The lack of such an outlet
has been one of Russia'g gravest hand.
icap’s in the present struggle. Her
only means of sea communication with
her allieg has been the far-northern
port of Archangel, which frozen a
greater part of the year; Viadivostok,
on the Pacific, is five thousand miles
from the country’s western frontier.
Russia aeccordingly regards the Bos-
porus and the Dardanelles as keys to
her destiny, v

In former plans to obtain them,
her great obstacle has been England,
who looked upon Russia as a danger.
ous rival in the East and the one Pow-
er above all others which British in.
terests could not afford to see estab
lished at Constantinople. Yearg ago,
however, those apprehensions lighten-

means that Uncle 8am passes the hat,
takeg up a collection, useg the money
for a few days and then turns is lose.

ed or ag least became less talked of;
and early in the present war England
along with France realized that the

question was no Jonger “whether Con-
stantinople and the straits should be.
come Russian or remain Turkish, but
whether ;yey gshould become Russian
or remain German.” The interests of
England and France no less than of
Russia were menaced by the Berlin
to Bagdad railroad and its accompany-
ing plans for a Teuton sweep into the
East. Runssia’s need and Brittain’s
security thus became interdependent
instead of hostile as they once had
seemed, and consent to Russian con-
trol at Constantinople in the event of
Allied victory was readily forthcoming.
—Atlanta Journal.

Not a Heavy Eater.—Mrg Athomeday
—"“Mr. Athomeday has no bad habils
whatsoever. He never drinks, and he
spends all his evenings at home. Why
he doesn’t even belong to the Ameri-
can Club.”

Mrs. Clymer—*“Does .he smoke

Mrs. Athomeday——“Only in moder-
ation. He l'kes a cigar after he has
had a good dinner, but I don’t sup.
pose he smokesg two cigars a month.” -
The Timeg of Cuba.

2 »n »

Unnecessary,—The town council of
a small Scotch community met to in-
spect a site for a new hall. They as.
sembled at a chapel, and as it was
a warm day a member suggested tha“
they should leave their coats there.

“Some one can stay behind and
watech them.” guggested another.

“What for?” demanded a third. “If
we are all going out together, what
neeqd is there for any one to watch the
clothes 7" —Tit-Bits.
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Too Delicate.—A man traveling in
Maine met a middle-aged farmer, who
said his father, ninety years old, was
gtill on the farm where he was born.

“Ninety years old, eh?”

“Yes, pop is close to ninety.”

“Is his health good?”

““Taint much now, He's been com-
plainin’ for monthg back.”

" “I dunno; sometindes I think farmin’
don’'t agree with him.”—Western
Christian Advocate, ;
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ALCOHOL FOR GASOLINE.

Henry Ford shows his vision in prac.
tical matters of vast moment when he
bids his countrymen be ready for fue!
alcohol to replace gasoline.

Petroleum ig among those gifts of
nature which threaten to become ex-
hausted or greatly enhanceq in price.
Elderly Americans think of Pennsylva-
nia as the “oil state.” It is eighth in
the list. California yields one quarter
of the world supply, followed by Ok-
lahoma, Iilinois, Texas and Louisiana;
but Russia leads all our states but one,
Mexico all but three, so rapidly new
fields developed.

Anthracite coal also is a vanishing
quantity, but most of the race uses
soft coal, and our seaboard can learn
to do so. Gasoline has no such sister
substitute. It will not help matters
much to fit motors, ag during the war
Germany has done, for petroleum.
Having few oil wells of her own, Ger-
many has also made great pProgress
with fuel alcohol chiefly from a variety
of potatoes.

We shall no doubt some day follow
suit, in spite of the profusion, until
now, of mineral oil. And we cannot
continue making denatured alcohol
from wood. A supply from annual
cropping with earth fertility restored
by nitrates caught from the air by
cheap water power, may be the best
solution science offers for the fluid-

| fuel problem.—New York World.

Be’l‘m,e tlcnire. il& any man, is the es.

nce. of unselfishness—ang

selfish thing in the world. e Sy
True love, in the cave man, is ex-.

pressed by a desire to beat a woman

and to pull her around by the hair.
True love, in an author, is demon-

strated by his self.restraint in defus-

ing to make “copy” out of a love af-
fair.

LOST—On Monday a black handbag
contaiming $3.00 in money and pair
of nose glasses. Reward if return-
ed to M. L. Whitley. 12-14.1tp
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BAPTIST WILL MEET
. NEXT YEAR IN DURp

convention. held at ‘lizabety (.,
which closed Friday noon, ‘thoy,.
not go largely attended as others yy.
only 345 delegates, will go dowp ‘?;;1
history as one of its very best sessiori
—yea, an epoch.making session, J

It meets next year in Durham. Rggy
Bruce Benton, of Rockingham, was 4.,
pcinted to preach the conve:ution se"u_
mon, or his alternate, Rev. R, A, .
Farland, of Scotland Neck. The e
tertainment will be on the Harvayg
plan as for the past two years.

A movement was launched by which
-the Baptist hosts of the state gaye to

{gird their loins for a great educationa]

campaign. to be under the direction of
the board board of education, the tp .
tees'of Wake Forest, Meredith 4, i
Chowan colleges, and one represer(y
tive from each of the high schools. .,

~ {gether with Walter N. Johnson, pj.

leigh; B. C. Henning, Elizabeth (i, .
D. L. Gore, Wilmington; W. M. Vin.
Chal'lotte, and W. H_ W'eathel'.:‘;[)(” ;i'
Laurinburg. It is considereq the pqgt
important action of the convention

Missions, in its various phases, wa,
the theme of all the discussions of 1),.
last day’s session. Dr. J. T. Love, ¢
Richmond, corresponding secretary o
the foreign mission board, spoke o
the supreme necessity of Baptisig
greatly enlarging their mission pro.
gram. Dr. T. W. O'Kelly, of Raleig,
wag! elected state vice-president of thé
foreign mission board.

Dr. Louis B, Warren, of Atlanta rep-
resented the homg mission board. Tha
convention adopted the recommenda.
tion of the board of missiong that it
lay out its work for next year op g
basis of $140,000, to be raised by April
30. 1917. Of this amount, $55000 is
for foreign missions, $37,500 is for
bhome missions and $47,500 for state
missions. The board was also author-
ized to reorganize its office force gg
that complete systematic records ofal]
contributions can be kept.

THE EIGHT HOUR LAW,
To the Editor::

'©x_President Taft scored union labor
in an address at Providence, R. 1., De-
cember 1, 1916 and right now while
the eight hour law is before the Sy.
preme court of the United Statesit
would be wel] for 1abor angd the people
to draw some parallels as the chief op.
position to this labor law comes from
the Republican elements in politics, lpt
us see what Lincoln gays about fthe Si-
preme court of the United States, the
supposed father of the present Repub-
lican party, T

In his first annual address to the
United States Senate Lincoln said:
“This rule of a minority as a perma.
nent argument ig wholly inadmissible,
I do not forget the position assumed by
some that constitutional guestiong are
to be decided by the Supremg court nor
do I deny that such decisions must be
binding in any ease upon the parties to
a suit ag to the object of that suit. At
the same time the candid citizen must
Confess that if the policy of the sovern-
ment upon vital questions affecting the
whole people is to be irrevoeably fixed
by the gecision of the Supreme court,
the instant they are made, in ordinary
litigation between parties in personal
action, the people will have ceased to
be their own rulerg having to that ex-
tent practically resigned the’r govern.
ment to the hands of that eminent tri-
tbunal nor is there in this view anv as-
sault npon that court or the judess.”

) Mr. Taft said: “The danger to Amer.
ican economic strength throuzhk the
tendency of union labor to place itsplf
above law and order is one big cloud
on our horizon. When we lcok ¢ the
days to follow the world conflict, Tae
highest tribunal in the nation has heen
notified that unless the Adamson law
i3 uphald the threateneg railroad strike
will be enforced. It is a threat to
starve the mnaticn into submission.
The decision resulting may be tlie ro-
per one, but the means contempladed
are wholly wrong. If we hav, a rail-
road strike, all forces of pablic opin.
ion and public action must be callzd
into play to force obedience.’

, ‘Herein Mr. Taft strays far froin what
is the true highest tribunal of thc na-
tion. Congress is the highest trilunal
and from failure after failure before
the Supreme court, the caiii of 12
creation of a political brain in later
years, labors has zjppealed Ty (Conzress
and now capital appeals {rom fiat
highest tribunal back to the Sapreme
'lcourt. -

i Hear what the President that ‘s s2i!
jto have saved the Union said, in i
first annua] addiess {o Cong ess Ie-
Icember 3, 1861: “In my preasent posi
+tion, T coulq scarcely be justised wer2
I to omit raising a warning voic
against this approath of returniug doc-
‘potism. 1t is the effort to place capl
tal on an equal footing wita, if ntf
above, labor in the struciure
government. Labor is prior 1c and
independent of capiiai. Capita} is only
the fruit of Iahor and pconld nva- have
existeq if 'abor had not first existed.
Labor is superior to capital and
serves much higher consideration. 9
men living are more worily o b
trusted than those who toil up from
poverty; rone les. inclined to tak2 °r
touch ought which they have not hon-
estly carned. Let thom beware of sU'i-
rendering a political power whicn they
;already possess and which if sui'i-
;dered will surely be used to closp 1€

R
of 1ie

door of advancement against such @8
they and to fix new disab’liti»- and
burdens upon them until all !'be/t¥

shall pe lost.”

The fulfillment of this prophecy bY
the Republican party laid the founda-
tion corner stone of the necessity of
the organization of labor for its pro-
tection, and politically speaking, if
represents 75% of the voting popula-
tion of the nation, :

Mr. Wilson says hig chief ambition
was to close the widening breach be-
tween capital and labor and the classes
and the masses. So the people should
study a paralle] of ex-President Tafls.
Roosevelt’'s. Hughes’ and Lincolns
views.

Respectfully,
8. A. JONES.

Waynesville, N. C.



